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in Australia to do research about volcanoes. It
will be amazing.

You’ll have people able to travel the world
and do things that people 20 or 30 years ago
would never even have dreamed of being able
to do. It will be very exciting. But they won’t
be free. No matter how modern, how fancy,
how wonderful it is, they won’t be free unless
crime is the exception rather than the rule. And
that won’t happen unless all of us do our part

to make sure those kids get to live up to their
God-given abilities.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m. in the
auditorium of the Louisville Male High School.
In his remarks, he referred to County Judge/Exec-
utive David Armstrong; Joseph Burks, Jr., school
principal; and Gov. Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania.

Statement on the Northern Ireland Peace Process
January 24, 1996

I welcome the report released today by the
international body on decommissioning that was
set up by the British and Irish Governments
as one track of the twin-track approach for mov-
ing the Northern Ireland peace process forward.
I am proud that the international body was
chaired by a distinguished American, Senator
George Mitchell. Senator Mitchell and his col-
leagues, General de Chastelain of Canada and
Mr. Holkeri of Finland, have made a significant
and positive contribution to the peace process,
and I join the British and Irish Governments
in expressing gratitude for their service.

The international body’s report is based on
the submissions it received from relevant and
interested parties in the United Kingdom and
Ireland. Together with the political track, I be-
lieve it will be a valuable tool for the Irish

and British Governments as they work to reach
the goal of all-party talks.

I encourage all the parties to use the report
of the international body to advance the peace
process. Its recommendations do not reflect the
views of any one party, but the considered judg-
ment of its members, who want only to help
the people of Northern Ireland achieve a just
and lasting peace. Their recommendations de-
serve serious and open-minded consideration by
all who share that goal.

The United States stands by its commitment
to support the efforts of the British and Irish
Governments, the political parties, and the peo-
ple of Northern Ireland to create a bright and
peaceful future for themselves and their chil-
dren.

Remarks to the U.S. Conference of Mayors
January 25, 1996

Mayor Rice; Mayor Daley; Mayor Helmke,
my old classmate, it’s good to see you here.
Mr. Vice President, you are the only person
in the country that could have transformed a
straight-man routine into the best comedy act
in America. [Laughter]

I used to be able to be on a platform with
someone I liked, and when they cracked a joke,
I’d just write it down. And when no one else
was looking I would use it. [Laughter] All of
his jokes are now so carefully bound to the

persona he has created—[laughter]—they aren’t
stealable. They don’t even need to be patented
anymore. [Laughter]

We are, all of us, very glad to have you here.
I speak for Secretary Cisneros, Secretary Peña,
for Carol Browner. We’re glad to have you here
in your house.

I want to say a word of thanks to Tom Coch-
ran for being a good representative of your in-
terests and your concerns and of working so
closely with Marcia Hale and others here in
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